ESSAYS ON THE GITA

of a divine and selfless nature is the peak to which he
has climbed and the seat upon which he is founded.
There the sense of sin and the sense of virtue have no
starting-point or applicability.

Arjuna, still in the ignorance, may feel in his
heart the call of right and justice and may argue in
his mind that abstention from battle would be a sin
entailing responsibility tor all the suffering that in-
justice and oppression and the evil karma of the
triumph of wrong bring upon men and nations, or
he may feel in his heart the recoil from violence and
slaughter and argue in his mind that all shedding of
blood is a sin which nothing can justify. Both of these
attitudes would appeal with equal right to virtue and
reason and it would depend upon the man, the
circumstances and the time which of these might
prevail in his mind or before the eyes of the world.
Or he might simply feel constrained by his heart and
his honour to support his friends against his enemies,
the cause of the good and just against the cause of the
evil and oppressive. The liberated soul looks beyond
these conflicting standards; he sees simply what the
supreme Self demands from him as needful for the
maintenance or for the bringing forward of the
evolving Dharma. He has no personal ends to serve,
no personal loves and hatreds to satisfy, no rigidly fixed
standard of action which opposes its rock-line to the
flexible advancing march of the progress of the human
race or stands up defiant against the call of the
Infinite. He has no personal enemies to be conquered
or slain, but sees only men who have been brought up
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